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REPORT 


OF 


H.  D.  Johns,  m.d., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Hornsea-with-Burton  Urban 
District  Council, 


For  the  Year  1911. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  following  Report  was  presented 
by  the  Medical  Officer  oj 
Health  for  the  year  1911. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Hornsea 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

T have  pleasure  in  handing  you  my  re- 
port for  the  past  year,  and  in  telling  you 
that  the  health  of  my  district  has  been 
good . 

A. — Natural  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District. 

Xo  new  roads  or  structural  alterations 
have  been  made  since  my  last  report,  but 
I would  again  point  out  to  you  the  de- 
sirability ot  the  Council  talcing  over  some 
of  the  existing  private  roads.  Some  of 
these  roads,  such  as  Clifford  and  Clifton 
Street,  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair,  hav- 
ing deep  holes  in  them,  into  which  liquid 
manure  gravitates.  Most  of  our  patients 
who  rcquiio  hospital  treatment  are  con- 
veyed to  the  Hull  Royal  Infirmary  or  the 
Victoria  Children’s  Hospital,  but  the 
Committee  of  the  Convalescent  Home  has 
been  good  enough  to  allow  me  to  admit 
cases  of  serious  accident  to  that  institu- 
tion pending  removal  to  more  suitable 
quarters. 


As  Hornsea  may  be  regarded  as  a resi- 
dential suburb  of  Hull  no  dangerous  in- 
dustry is  carried  on,  and  indeed  the  sur- 
rounding district  is  purely  agricultural. 

The  total  population  of  Hornsea  by  the 
census  in  M arch  was  3,026.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houses  was  726.  The  total  num- 
ber ot  houses  820,  this  leaves  94  un- 
occupied houses. 

Taking  the  number  of  the  population 
with  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  we 
get  4.16  persons  per  house.  This  is  ample 
house  accommodation  as  far  as  figures 
go,  but  there  is  a great  scarcity  of  cot- 
tages, so  that  many  of  our  working  popu- 
lation have  to  pay  a rent  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  income. 

B. — Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  District. 

WATEIl  SUPPLY. 

Our  supply  of  water  throughout  the 
year  has  been  continuous  and  abundant. 
The  supply  has  not  had  to  be  cut  off  at 
any  time,  although  it  was  thought  to  be 
wise  to  considerably  reduce  the  pressure 
during  the  night  hours  in  July,  August, 
and  September. 

We  may  view  this  with  satisfaction,  as 
many  other  communities  had  to  curtail 
their  output  considerably  during  1911. 

The  auxiliary  supply  of  water  which  we 
acquired  in  July,  1910,  is  capable  of  yield- 
ing 2 A, 000  gallons  a day,  which  is  about 
the  difference  between  our  maximum  and 
minimum  consumption.  Although  we  are 
certain  of  a plentiful  supply,  it  is  not  of 
initial  purity  and  requires  a certain 
amount  of  treatment  before  it  is  deliver- 
ed to  the  consumer,  hence  your  Council  is 
now  negotiating  with  Hull  to  obtain  water 
direct  from  that  city.  Owing  to  the  heat 
of  the  past  summer  the  larvae  of  midges 
and  Hies  have  been  particularly  numerous 
in  our  water.  I admit  that  these  insects 
are  very  objectionable,  but  they  are  not 
in  the  least  injurious  to  health.  Being 
insects  they  are  not  worms,  as  is  often 
popularly  believed. 

Proper  analyses  and  bacteriological  ex- 
aminations are  being  made  some  four 
times  a year,  f think  this  is  as  frequent 


as  necessary,  as  our  water  comes  out  of 
the  chalk  at  a depth  of  some  2-10  feet, 
and  so  is  not  subject  to  season  varieties 
and  sudden  contamination. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  have  been  nine  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  1911,  five  of  scar- 
let fever,  three  erysipelas,  and  1 diphthe- 
ria. All  proper  precautions  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection, 
and  there  has  not  been  a second  case  in 
any  one  house.  Printed  instructions  are 
g.ven  to  each  householder,  and  efficient 
disinfection  "at  the  end  of  the  illness. 

For  the  past  three  years  all  houses 
where  there  has  been  a death  from  tuber- 
culosis or  cancer  have  been  adequately 
disinfected.  By  order  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
is  in  the  future  to  be  a notifiable  disease, 
and  we  are  procuring  the  necessary  books 
to  carry  out  these  instructions.  In  an- 
swer to  a circular  letter  sent  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  dated  Pith  De- 
cember, 1911,  1 beg  to  advise  you  that 
in  my  opinion  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  should  be  made  no- 
tifiable diseases  under  the  Infectious  Dis- 
eases (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever  in  this  district,  but  three 
cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  have  occur- 
red during  the  past  12  months.  This  is 
not  a new  disease,  and  it  has  only  re- 
cently been  found  to  be  due  to  a germ, 
but  in  view  of  the  epidemics  of  both  these 
diseases  which  have  prevailed  in  certain, 
counties  it  would  be  wise  to  make  their 
notification  compulsory.  I am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  cancer  should  also  be  added 
to  the  list,  for  it  is  undoubtedly  infec- 
tious, and  in  a health  resort  such  as 
Hornsea,  it  >s  very  important  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  in  a 
position  to  safeguard  visitors  and  resi- 
dents. I brought  this  before  your  notice 
five  years  ago,  and  you  petitioned  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  include  this 
disease,  together  with  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  whooping  cough,  but  without 
success.  However,  as  one  has  now  been 
ordered,  the  other  two  might  be  sanction- 
ed. 

You  have  given  your  consideration  to 
the  scheme  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 


the  County  Council  to  provide  Isolation 
Hospitals  for  the  whole  Riding,  and  I be- 
lieve that  1912  will  see  this  scheme  ac- 
complished. 1 gave  a detailed  account  of 
this  scheme  in  my  annual  report  for  last 
year. 

1 have  made  regular  and  systematic  in- 
spections of  my  district  throughout  the 
year,  and  have  specially  investigated  any 
Nuisance  which  has  been  brought  under  my 
notice,  and  have  much  satisfaction  in  in- 
forming you  that  some  30  cases  of  nuis- 
ances have  been  voluntarily  abated  with- 
out having  to  bring  the  matter  before 
your  Council,  and  having  to  apply  ex- 
treme pressure.  1 am  forwarding  a tabu- 
lated form,  giving  a detailed  account  of 
work  done  in  my  department  to  the  Coun- 
ty Medical  Officer  of  Health.  I am  keep- 
ing a copy,  which,  of  course,  is  at  the 
disposal  of  every  member  of  this  Council. 

As  our  water  supply  has  been  abun- 
dant, the  drains  have  been  flushed  at  re- 
gular intervals,  which,  of  course,  is  essen- 
tial. 

The  scavenging  has  been  properly  per- 
formed. Sanitary  pails  are  now  in  gene- 
ral use  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse. 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  meat,  milk,  and  vegetables  are 
produced  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, and  are  of  first-rate  quality.  There 
are  12  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  re- 
gister, which  have  received  51  visits  of 
inspection  during  the  year.  Three  defects 
have  been  found  and  remedied.  Tuber- 
culosis amongst  dairy  cows  in  this  dis- 
trict is  very  rare.  There  has  been  no  sus- 
picion that  any  illness  has  been  caused  by 
food-stuffs  during  the  past  year. 


Sections  C,  D,  FJ,  F,  and  G of  my  in- 
structions from  the  Local  Government 
Board  provide  very  little  for  separate  com- 
ment. A detailed  account  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been 
sent  to  the  County  Council. 

We  have  no  Isolation  Hospital,  and  I 
have  mentioned,  under  another  heading, 
that  we  are  co-operating  with  the  Coun- 
ty Council  in  their  scheme. 

Chemical  anti  bacteriological  work  is 
being  done  under  a contract,  which  in- 
cludes the  whole  Biding,  fortunately  the 


past  ye..:'  lias  provided  very  little  work 
in  this  direction. 

There  is  no  registered  midwife  within 
my  district. 

H. — Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District. 

Fifty-two  births  have  occurred  during; 
the  past  year,  giving  a birth-rate  of  17.18 
per  1,000.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate 
of  which  1 have  any  record,  and  my  sta- 
tistics extend  back  to  1901. 

Turning  from  the  birth-rate  to  the 
death-rate,  one  sees  that  again  a record 
is  established,  for  there  have  only  been 
30  deaths  during  the  year,  which  pro- 
vides a death-rate  of  9.91  per  1,000  of 
the  population.  We  had  the  same  figure 
in  1903,  but  then  the  population  was 
smaller,  making  us  a death-rate  of  12.27 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the 
British  Isles  is  about  14  per  1,000,  and 
the  birth-rate  22  per  1,0*00.  Our  30 


deaths  arc  from  the  following  causes:- — 9 
pulmonary  tuberculos,  1 other  tubercular 
diseases,  4 malignant  disease,  1 broncho 
pneumonia,  1 other  respiratory  diseases, 

1 diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  3 congenital 
debility,  2 accidents,  1 suicide,  14  other 
causes. 

There  were  five  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age,  and  11  of  persons  over 
Go  years  of  age. 

From  the  above  figures  you  will  see 
that  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have 
been  few ; those  from  malignant  disease 
heavy. 

Considering  the  epidemic  of  diarrhoea 
which  pervaded  the  country  last  summer, 
it  is  very  satisfactory  to  have  only  had 
one  death  from  this  cause. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  D.  JOHNS,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CUFFN  AND  SON,  PRINTERS,  BEVERLEY. 


